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(57) ABSTRACf

A flexible nose assembly for an underwater vehicle provides
increased energy-absorbing capabilities and facilitates
recovery and bandling of the vehicle. The flexible nose
_mbly includes a flexible nose cap, at least one retrieval
device, and at least one cable that is strong in tension, yet
weak in compression wbicb is coupled between the retrieval
device and the UUV body. The flcxiblc nose cap bas a gap
formcd thcrcin allowing the communication of environmen-
tal water into the region between the vehicle body and the
~ cap. Optionally, the retrieval device may be receucd
into the flexible nose assembly, thereby reducing hydrody-
namic drag and overall vehicle length. Energy-absorbing
ballast can be positioned within the nose cap in order to
further enbance survivability.
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